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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action responds to the Application filed on 2/13/2004 and interview 
conducted on 1/30/2006. Claims 1-9 are pending. Claims 1-9 have been examined 
and are allowed, wherein claims 1-3,6-7 are subjected to the following Examiner's 
Amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Joe KcKinney Muncy (Reg. No. 32,334) on 1/30/2006. 
The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification: 

-are- has been inserted after "that" (line 8, page 2). 

-has to- has been inserted before "refer" (line 9, page 2). 

"waste" (line 17, page 2) has been replaced with -a waste-. 

", the resulting" (line 23, page 3) has been replaced with -; hence the resulting-. 

"can" (line 1 , page 4) has been replaced with -being able to-. 

"Refer to FIG. 1 for" (line 3, page 5) has been replaced with -FIG. 1 refers to-. 

", then" (line 23, page 5) has been replaced with should be -. Then-. 
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"Refer to FIG. 2 for" (line 6, page 6) has been replaced with -FIG. 2 refers to-. 
"Refer to FIG. 4 for" (line 2, page 7) has been replaced with -FIG. 4 refers to-. 

hence" (line 17, page 7) has been replaced with -; hence-. 
In the claims: 

As per claim 1, -based on said searching step, - has been inserted after "list" 
(line 10); 

-linking- has been inserted after "for" (line 12). 

As per claim 2, "wherein" (line 1) has been -further comprising-; 
"is done" (lines 1-2) has been deleted. 

As per claim 3, "wherein" (line 1) has been replaced with -further comprising-; 
"is done" (lines 1-2) has been deleted. 

As per claim 6, -linking- has been inserted after "for" (line 1 ); 
-further- has been inserted before "includes" (line 2). 

As per claim 7, -operation- has been inserted after "linking" (line 3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 -9 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per claims 1-9, the independent claim 1, from which the claims depend, 
recites the computer-assisted schematic linking method for electronic components 
comprising the inventive steps of processing schematic linking operation for linking the 
first electronic component and the second electronic component, wherein the first and 
second electronic components are selected based upon a combination of the steps of 



Application/Control Number: 10/777,653 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2825 

establishing, selecting, searching, providing, as claimed, which the prior arts made of 
record failed to teach or suggest. In particular, the prior arts made of record teach 
various methods of performing schematic linking operations among circuit components, 
including using databases with a particular signal naming convention (see especially 
Garnett et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,516,456, especially col. 15, lines 13-56; Ho, U.S. 
Patent No. 6,438,729, especially col. 11, lines 19-36; col. 12, lines 33-60; Gregory et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,132,109, especially col. 20, line 45 to col. 21, line 47; Gont et al., 
US Patent No 6,738,957, especially col. 5, lines 27-57; col. 6, lines 27-60; Southgate et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,588,004, especially col. 8, lines 37-59; Brathwaite et al., U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0221172, especially paragraphs [0053], [0057], 
[0070]-[0078]). However, none of the prior arts made of record teach or suggest the 
combination of the inventive steps as claimed. Accordingly, the claimed invention is 
novel and un-obvious over the prior arts made of record. 

Conclusion 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phallaka Kik whose telephone number is 571-272-1895. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:30AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Chiang can be reached on 571-272-7483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



or faxed to: 

571-273-8300 




Phallaka Kik 

U.S. Patent Examiner 

January 30, 2006 



